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DUST RESIDUE — ESPERANCE PORT 

6223. Hon Wendy Duncan to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

Given that the Department of Health in its report on lead and nickel dust in ceiling cavities in Esperance has 
concluded that buildings within a two kilometre radius of the Esperance Port may be at greater risk of ceiling 
cavity contamination, and ‘that thorough internal cleaning of buildings remains the most beneficial procedure to 
ensure residents are not exposed to unnecessary dust residues’.  Both the report on Lead Dust Monitoring 
released in December 2007 and the UWA report on Retesting Rainwater Tanks released in February 2008, 
conclude properties near the Port of Esperance continue to be impacted by lead contamination, and I ask —  

(1) Will the Government extend the Section 65 notice for clean-up by the Esperance Port Authority beyond 
the Port boundaries by two kilometres? 

(2) If not to (1), why not? 

(3) Will the Government undertake systematic sampling of homes within a two kilometre radius of the port 
to define the extent of the contamination? 

(4) Will the Government guarantee sufficient funds will be available for a comprehensive clean-up within a 
two kilometre radius of the Port? 

(5) Will the Government prohibit the export of lead through Fremantle by Magellan Metals until such time 
as Magellan makes a substantial contribution to the estimated $10 million required for clean-up? 

Hon ADELE FARINA replied: 

(1) The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) has commissioned an independent health and 
ecological risk assessment for the town of Esperance.  

The health and ecological risk assessment will determine whether further clean-up in Esperance is 
needed. It is anticipated that a draft report of the phase one gap analysis will be completed by 
June 2008. This gap report will be distributed to stakeholders for input prior to finalisation, which is 
anticipated by the end of June 2008. 

(2) The health and ecological risk assessment referred to in the answer to question (1) will determine 
whether a systematic sampling program or further clean-up is needed in Esperance.  

In the interim, DEC has commissioned a targeted sampling program to assess whether contamination 
levels in and around the Esperance town site are decreasing over time. Sampling will include selected 
residential and commercial buildings and the results will be incorporated into the health and ecological 
risk assessment. 

DEC has also undertaken a comprehensive vegetation sampling program to determine current lead 
levels on vegetation in the Esperance town site. This information will be incorporated into the health 
and ecological risk assessment. 

(3) The State Government is ensuring that a comprehensive clean-up is taking place in Esperance, and that 
sufficient funds are available. 

(4) The Minister for the Environment has placed very stringent conditions on the export of lead carbonate 
in containers through the Fremantle Port. Magellan must demonstrate that it can meet these conditions 
before the Minister issues final environmental approval for the proposal.  

 


